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._':_H Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
— 1 Greetings in the Name of our Lord and savior Jesus

Christ who has guided us so gently till today. Surely goodness and
3 _., mercy have followed us all through. God has graciously brought us
- into another month; let's love Him more, praise Him more, and
s Serve Him more! I prayerfully greet you that you may grow in all
=== graces. This month God’s promise for us,
et “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.
# % .Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will
be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
—— The Lord never intended for His followers to dread the
« . ,future. Although we may feel afraid at times, we should never let
fear control us. One of my favorite passages on overcoming fear is
. = found in the story of Joshua. God said: “Be strong and courageous.
=== 1) not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will
s be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) The promise that God
® & ,oave Joshua that day is no less true for us now. There is no need for
fear when we lean on the powerful presence of the Lord.
s Why did Joshua need courage?
— ‘. First, Joshua had seen how the people rebelled against
g, _Moses. Now, he was in charge of leading them to take the Promised
""—JLand from skilled warriors. In challenging Joshua to be courageous,
God reassured him of His presence (Josh. 1:5-6). The Lord also
=== _promised the leader that he would find success if he faithfully
meditated on and obeyed the Scriptures (Josh. 1:8-9).
What did God command Joshua about being courageous?
::—-,.. Courage is a quality of mind or spirit that enables us to
‘.: :jmeet danger, opposition, or the challenges of life with fearlessness,
s CalMness, and firmness. Someone who has courage may still feel
= . afraid but--through the power of God--can act with confidence. The
s Lord wanted divine wisdom, not human logic, to guide the nation.
For example, If Joshua’s confidence had been in himself and his
military experience, he may have resisted God’s unorthodox but
highly successful plan to defeat Jericho. God also told Joshua that if
he obeyed the law of Moses, he would have success (Josh. 1:7). In
essence, this is the key to our success too. We no longer have to
obey the laws given to the Jews in Exodus and Deuteronomy about
sacrificial rituals and dietary practices. However, we should follow
the moral commands given to Moses and the other biblical writers.
The Lord made a marvelous promise to Joshua, He would be with
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him no matter what happened (Josh.1:5). If you have accepted the
Father’s gift of salvation, you have the same assurance (John 14:16-
20; Heb. 13:5).

What can we do to develop courage?

A. Meditate on God’s Word: Instead of just quickly
reading a large section of the Bible each day, choose a shorter
passage and really think about its message. Ask God for help
interpreting and applying it to your life.

Meditating on God’s Word will:

1) Quiet your spirit.

2) Sharpen your perception (Ps. 119:105).
3) Purify your heart (Heb. 4:12).

4) Clarify your direction (Prov. 3:5-6).

B. Recall past experiences of God’s faithfulness:
Remember the way you relied on the Lord in previous crises and
how His goodness carried you through difficulties.

C. Observe the courage of others: As fellow believers
share their testimonies of the Lord’s faithfulness, let their stories
reinforce your faith in Him.

D. Ask the critical question: If I don’t obey God, what will
happen? Every action, whether good or bad, has a consequence.
Rebelling against the Lord may seem like an easier path, but it will
be ultimately be painful. Trusting and obeying Him always brings
spiritual blessing.

E. Recall His promise to be with us at all times: The Lord
told Joshua that He would never forsake him. Through Scripture,
you and I have been given the same assurance today. Our
omnipotent God has all power to guide us and bring success in our
lives. Beloved in Christ, Are you facing a frightening situation? The
secret to overcoming fear is to focus on God, not your circumstances.
As you meditate on the Lord and observe His work all around you,
problems will seem smaller and more manageable. Every challenge
is surmountable in the presence of our holy, all-powerful, and
awesome God. Take your eyes off circumstances and turn them
toward your great Defender and Deliverer. The heavenly Father
has all things under control—there is no need to be afraid.

Have a great September. May God bless you.

STORY FOR THE MONTH

William Hunter (Protestant martyr)
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. BIRTH OF A SONG
T .
e (I have decided to follow Jesus ;
P
s “I have decided to follow Jesus” is a polarizing hymn. It was despite the opposition and violence (or perhaps because of it) the gospel

made popular by Sadhu Sunder Singh in India and by the Billy Graham

amw |, crusades around the world. It is inseparable from the concept of altar calls

and emotional pleading. For some, it stands as a sort of Arminian anthem—

a testimony to the power of human volition and an example of all that is

wae___wrong with modern Christian lyrics. For others, it is a song celebrating the

w ¢ Stmplicity of conversion—simple and sincere. But when you know the story

*“behind the song, you realize that it is not a statement about free will, nor

st ghout the ease of placing your faith in Christ. It actually stands as a

I-M'.monument to the international nature of the gospel, as well as a radical call
to suffered die with Jesus.

The late 1800’s saw an evangelistic explosion in India. Entire
provinces formally closed to the gospel were swept up a missionary
movement perhaps unparalleled in history. Wales in particular sent hundreds
of missionaries to Northern India, and they were joined by Indian
evangelists, as well as missionaries from England, Australia and the United
States. This movement was remarkable for two reasons; first, it was led
mostly by Indians themselves, and those men became national figures.
Second, this missionary endeavor was focused on Northern India, which was
firmly in the grips of the most oppressive forms of Hinduism. It was a place
where the caste system was entrenched, and where headhunters ruled. These
provinces often prided themselves on the hostile reaction they gave
foreigners. Dozens and dozens of these missionaries were martyred, but
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I HAVE DECIDED TO
FOLLOW JESUS

NO TURNING BACK
NO TURNING BACK

made inroads into this previously off-limits area.

About 150 years ago, there was a great revival in Wales, England.
As a result of this, many missionaries came from England and Germany to
North-East India to spread the Gospel. At the time, north-east India was
not divided into many states as it is today. The region was known as Assam
and comprises of hundreds of tribes. The tribal communities were quite
primitive and aggressive by nature. The tribes were also called head-hunters
because of a social custom which required the male members of the
community to collect as many heads as possible. A man’s strength and ability
to protect his wife was assessed by the number of heads he had collected.
Therefore, a youth of marriageable age would try and collect as many heads
as possible and hang them on the walls of his house. The more heads a man
had, the more eligible he was considered. Into this hostile and aggressive
community, came a group of Welsh missionaries spreading the message of
love, peace and hope of Jesus Christ. Naturally, they were not welcomed.
One Welsh missionary succeeded in converting a man, his wife, and two
children. This man’s faith proved contagious and many villagers began to
accept Christianity. Angry, the village chief summoned all the villagers. He
then called the family who had first converted to renounce their faith in
public or face execution. Moved by the Holy Spirit, the man instantly
composed a song which became famous down the years. He sang: T have
decided to follow Jesus. (3 times) No turning back, no turning back.




Enraged at the refusal of the man, the chief ordered his archers to arrow
down the two children. As both boys lay twitching on the floor, the chief
asked, “Will you deny your faith? You have lost both your children. You
will lose your wife too.” But the man sang these words in reply: Though no
one joins me, still T will follow. (3 times) No turning back, no turning back.
The chief was beside himself with fury and ordered his wife to be shot down
with an arrow. In a moment she joined her two children in death. Now he
asked for the last time, “T will give you one more opportunity to deny your
faith and live.” In the face of death the man sang the final memorable lines:
The cross before me, the world behind me. (3 times) No turning back, no
turning back. He was shot dead like the rest of his family. But with their

ARTICLES FOR THE MONTH

TEACHERS DAY

Jesus as “The Master Teacher”
1. Master of the Object Lesson.
Mustard seed, mountain, ﬁg tree, water into wine, dirt/saliva
2. Master of Communication.
N

> Was heard. Talking on flat place, “Can I use your boat?
Push out a little. There he taught the crowd.”
> Sermon on the Mt. Up on a high place. Could be heard by all.
> He was clear to those who had “ears to hear”
> When it was vital, he made it easy to understand.
> Children, educated and uneducated alike understood.

3, Master of Surprise.
Kept everyone awake and engaged. Teacher’s sometimes that can be a
challenge.
4. Master of Inspiration
Jesus understood that the important lessons were going to come out of His
life, not out of a book.
T understand you have a saying in the Administration Building.
“Children learn more from who you are than from what you teach.”
The Good Teacher Explains.
The Great Teacher Demonstrates.
The Best Teacher Insbites.
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deaths, a miracle took place. The chief who had ordered the killings was
moved by the faith of the man. He wondered, “Why should this man, his
wife and two children die for a Man who lived in a far-away land on another
continent some 2,000 years ago? There must be some supernatural power
behind the family, and I too want that supernatural power.” In a
spontaneous confession of faith, he declared, “I too belong to Jesus Christ!”
When the crowd heard this from the mouth of their chief, the whole village
accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior. This is the powerful story behind
the song

“I have decided to follow Jesus”

Lizzie Velasquez Once Called
“THE WORLD’S UGLIEST WOMAN"
Knows God Sees Her True Beauty
LIZZIE Velasquez is one of only three people on Earth ath an unusual genetic
ailment that prevents her from gaining any weidte has never weighed over 62 pounds in her life
and in addition, Velasquez was also born sightle$er right eye. She discovered a video of herself
on You Tube labeled “The World's Ugliest Woman” qurito her junior year of high school.
Unfortunately, the video had already received fouition hits on the website. Velasquez's parents
attempted to get the YouTube video taken off, batunidentified figure who posted it professed he
would never remove it. Instead of suffering frongen hopelessness and depression, Velasquez todk
a different approach to her attitude. After edugatsome high school freshmen about her rare
disorder, she challenged the issue of bullying faeface and generated a schedule of dialogus
arrangements. As a result, Velasquez appeared tiipletelevision programs which allowed her to
produce three books, including “Be Beautiful, BeuY'oBoth of her parents raised her in a Catholic
Church where they both worked for.
Velasquez's choice to serve Jesus Christ camégdiste graduating from high school.
She acknowledged her trust in Jesus allowed hewitiostand anything from ridicule to bodily
frailties.

“It's been my rock through everything, just havitige time to be alone and pray and
talk to God and know that He's there for me,” sdiElasquez. This year, she planned to devote he|
time and energy traveling anywhere in order to aéber story of perseverance and faith.

“Even when it seems like things will never get beth the darkest times,” said the new
Texas State University alumnus reports Charisma d\Néiff you have faith and continue to push
yourself, you can eventually get through anything.”

BIBLE QUIZ FOR THE MONTH

Paul’s Missionary Journeys

Across

Down

(Acts 13-20)

MAG_ Sep’'14

1 The sorcerer in Paphos who tried to stop Paul
from preaching to Sergius Paulus (6)

2 Usually, when Paul entered a city, where he
first went to preach (9)

The ruler of the synagogue became a Christian
along with his household and many
other Corinthians (6)

He accompanied Paul and Barnabus on the 1st
missionary journey (4,4)

8 In Ephesus (part of the Roman Empire),
Demetrius the silversmith and his friends
made and sold statues of the goddess
(‘Artemis’ in Greek) (5)

9 The ‘seller of purple' who was baptized (5)

11 The keeper of the prison thought that all the
prisoners had (7)

12 What God promised our ancestors he has
fulfilled for us, by up Jesus from the
dead (7)

15 While Paul and Silas sang praises to God in
prison, at midnight there was a great
(10

16 The law has been handed down from days of

o

~

17 The place to which Paul travelled alone and
saw that the city was completely given to
idolatry (6)

18 The ruler of the synagogue in Corinth who
became a Christian (7)
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11 The Lord of heaven and

1 He went into a deep sleep while listening
to Paul preaching in Troas and fell out of a
window (8)

2 He accompanied Paul and Timothy on the 2nd
missionary journey (5)

3 Paul preached the good news of salvation
through Jesus to Jews and (8)

ES

Paul's teachings about Jesus often created an
, as at Lystra, Thessalonica, Corinth and
Ephesus (6)

w

Chose Paul and Barnabus for the 1st missionary
journey (4,6)

10 When some people in Thessalonica tried to kill

Paul and Silas, the disciples sent them away by
night to (5)

does not live in

temples built by human hands (5)

13 Christians must not eat food that has been

offered to (5)

14 In Athens, Paul found an altar with the

inscription To the unknown '(3)
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