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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH

“G6or UIGUTESZIMTCV [ESNUOM6TT LilsLPLILIT6DT.”
YLUIE 2:4

MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH

Blessing in the name of the Lord Almighty and Saviesus Christ. With our oneness the Church is
growing day by day and we were able to celebrateri®l Fellowship Sunday”, | thank God for all thegg he

is showering on us.
This month’s program:
> 1% Advent Sunday (26" Nov) — Needy Home Visit

Your valuable participation is requiredne and be blessed.

This month we will mediate on the verse which bitugformation through Martin Luther
“The just shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrevs 10:38)”

How can you walk by faith?
Like to highlight a formulaATTAR

Admit you can do nothing without God (John 15:5).

Admit that you need God'’s help to focus and be gadalt might be helpful to cast all present

anxieties on him before you begin your study (leP8&t6—7).

- Thank God for his provision and goodness (Psalm1)06:

Thank God for his word and for meeting you whetyar feel like it was especially rich or not.

« Trust on promise he has given (2 Chronicles 20:20).

Trust on promise. In this case, Paul’'s words todtlmg may be helpful: “Think over what | say,

for the Lord will give you understanding in everyity’ (2 Timothy 2:7).

« Act to do whatever God is calling me to do (Philgs 2:12-13).
Act by prayerfully reading, thinking, and meditagian truth.

- Request /pray for help (Psalm 50:15)

Request / Pray for help to not only understand &adird, but to be obedient to it (James 1:22).

www.csitamilchurchpune.org
contactus@csitamilchurchpune.org
MAG_ Nov'17



DIOCESE OF TIRUNELVELI
BETHESDA C.S.l. TAMIL CHURCH

PUNE

STORY FOR THE MONTH
Martin Luther (1483 — 1546) : Father of ProtesRatormation

Luther was a German theologian whose writings inspired

the Protestant Reformation.

Martin Luther was born on 10 November 1483
in Eisleben. His father was a copper miner. Luther studied
at the University of Erfurt and in 1505 decided to join a
monastic order, becoming an Augustinian friar. He was
ordained in 1507, began teaching at the University of
Wittenberg and in 1512 was made a doctor of Theology.
In 1510 he visited Rome on behalf of a number of
and was appalled by the

Augustinian monasteries,

corruption he found there.

Luther became increasingly angry about the
clergy selling 'indulgences' - promised remission from
punishments for sin, either for someone still living or for
one who had died and was believed to be in purgatory.
On 31 October 1517, he published his '95 Theses',

attacking papal abuses and the sale of indulgences.

Luther had come to believe that Christians are
saved through faith and not through their own efforts. This
turned him against many of the major teachings of the
Catholic Church. In 1519 -1520, he wrote a series of
pamphlets developing his ideas - 'On Christian Liberty',
'On the Freedom of a Christian Man', 'To the Christian
Nobility' and 'On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church'.
Thanks to the printing press, Luther's '95 Theses' and his
other writings spread quickly through Europe.

Leo

1521, the X

excommunicated Luther. He was then summoned to appear

In  January Pope

at the Diet of Worms, an assembly of the Holy Roman

Empire. He refused to recant and Emperor Charles V
declared him an outlaw and a heretic. Luther went into
hiding at Wartburg Castle. In 1522, he returned to
Wittenberg and in 1525 married Katharina von Bora, a

former nun, with whom he had six children.

Luther then became involved in the controversy
surrounding the Peasants War (1524 - 1526), the leaders
of which had used Luther's arguments to justify their revolt.
He rejected their demands and upheld the right of the
authorities to suppress the revolt, which lost him many

supporters.

1534,
published
translation
bible

underlining

In

Luther a

complete

of the into

German,
his belief that people Here | stand.

should be able to read | can do no other.

God help me, Amen,

it in their own

The

language.
translation contributed significantly to the spread and

development of the German language.

Luther's influence spread across northern and
eastern Europe and his fame made Wittenberg an
intellectual centre. In his final years he wrote polemics
against the Jews, the papacy and the Anabaptists, a

radical wing of the reforming movement.

Luther died on 18 February 1546 in Eisleben.
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BIRTH OF A SONG
(Dr. John Mason Neale“Art Thou Weary, Art Thou Languijl

This hymn was written by John Mason Neale.

In 1840 Neale became a minister of the Church

of England. He was a man of mystical temperament,
and his

Catholicism

practices were so close to Roman

that he aroused much popular
prejudice. At one time he was attacked by a mob as
he was attending the funeral of one of the sisters of

St. Margaret.

Dr. Neale was particularly fond of the songs of
the old monks written in Greek and Latin, and he
did more than anyone else to make them known to

the present world.

The hymn, Art thou weary, art thou languid, is a
translation from the Greek of St. Stephen the
Sabaite, who was a monk who lived near
Bethlehem, overlooking the Dead Sea. The monk,
who was born in 725 A.D., was placed in that
solitary monastery at the age of ten years by his
uncle, and left there for fifty years. He died in 794.

Here is the beautiful hymn that he wrote:

Art Thou Weary, Art Thou Languid

(1) Art thou weary, art thou languid,
Art thou sore distrest?

“Come to Me,” saith One, “and coming
Be at rest!”

(2) Hath He marks to lead me to Him,
If He be my Guide?

“In His Feet and Hands are Wound-prints,
And His Side.”

(3) Hath He diadem as Monarch
That His Brow adorns?

“Yea, a Crown, in very surety,
But of thorns.”

(4) If | find Him, if I follow,

What His guerdon here?

“Many a sorrow, many a labour,
Many a tear.”

(5) If | still hold closely to Him,
What hath He af last?

“Sorrow vanquish’d, labour ended,
Jordan past.”

(6) If | ask Him to receive me,
Will He say me nay?

“Not till earth, and not till Heav’n
Pass away.”

(7) Finding, following, keeping, struggling,
/s He sure to bless?

“Angels, Martyrs, Prophets, Virgins,
Answer, Yes!”

ARTICLES FOR THE MONTH
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Gifts to Build Christ's Body

- Zac Poonen

In 1 Corinthians 12, we read about the gifts of the Spirit. The gifts are seen here in relationship to the functioning of the local church
- the local Body of Christ. Many Christians think of the gifts of the Spirit without recognising that they are to be used to build a local
expression of the Body of Christ in every place. Therefore they go astray. We must seek for the gifts of the Spirit because we want to

serve others better (Luke 11:5-13). Many emphasize the first half of 1 Corinthians Chapter 12 (about the gifis),-but.not the second
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half (about the Body of Christ). Others emphasize the second half and ignore the first half. They are just like those who emphasize
the second half of Chapter 11 but disobey the first half of Chapter 11 (saying that it does not apply to us today).

If you want to understand the exercise of any of the gifts of the Spirit properly, you must always see them in the context of serving
others and building up a local expression of the Body of Christ in a local church. In 12:13, Paul speaks of the universal Body of
Christ, the worldwide church (for he uses the word "we"). But in 12:27, he speaks about the local expression of that Body in Corinth
(for he says "YOU are the body of Christ").

The gifts of the Spirit operate in the Body of Christ exactly like the different members of our body. Nobody should want to be a
prominent member in the Body, like the ear or the eye. "If the whole body was just one eye, or the whole body was just eyes where
would the hearing be? And if the whole body was just ears, where would the sense of smell be? (12:17). There must be a nose too. So
we shouldn't desire anyone else's gift. It is God Who makes someone an eye or a tongue in Christ's Body. He may not want you to be
a visible member like the tongue, but an invisible member like a heart, a liver or a kidney. But all these invisible members perform a
very important function. Some parts of our human body are like the soles of our feet - hard and capable of taking a lot of rough
treatment. But other parts are weaker, and are very sensitive and easily injured, like our eyes. If one speck of dust gets into the eye it
disturbs us continuously. But if our feet are covered with dust, that doesn't cause us any problem. Also, some members of the body

are attractive while other members are not so attractive - and so we hide them.

In the church also, there are some people who are very visible, like a preacher who is frequently in the pulpit. We could say that he is
like the tongue. But most of the others in the Body never stand in a pulpit. They may be the "pray-er"s - those who pray much in

private for the preacher.

They are like the heart, pumping blood so that the mouth can speak. Both members are equally important. The mouth cannot speak
without the heart pumping blood to it. But the heart will die if the mouth doesn't open and eat food. The heart is dependent on the
mouth and the mouth is dependent on the heart. So whatever gift of the Spirit you may have, remember that you need your brother
and he needs you. That brother may be an invisible member like the heart which nobody sees or appreciates and you may be a visible

brother like the eyes or the hands.

There are many gifts of the Spirit, but there is no competition between them, but only cooperation. One may be an apostle, another a
prophet (12:28), one may speak in tongues, and another may have the gift of healing. All are equally needed. Nobody needs another

person's gift. And nobody can say to another, "I don't need you. I can do everything on my own" (12:21).

Is your left hand ever jealous of your right hand? The right hand may be writing all the important letters and signing all the cheques.

But does the left hand ever become jealous of that and think, "Oh, it is the right hand that always does the important tasks. I don't
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ever get to do any important tasks." And then suppose your right hand is injured one day and bound in plaster. Will the left hand now
say, "Ah, now is my chance to do those tasks."? If the left hand were to sign a cheque now, it wouldn't look like your signature and
the bank won't accept it! But what does the left hand actually do? It does everything possible to restore the right hand to health
quickly so that the right hand can sign that cheque. That is how the Body of Christ should function. When you see another brother
morve gifted than you are, remember that even if you work hard you won't be able to duplicate his ministry - because it was God Who
gave him that gift. It is enough that just one member in the body (the right hand) signs all the cheques. Wherever there is jealousy or

competition in the Body of Christ, it is because believers have not seen the Body of Christ.

People have sometimes asked me this question, "Brother Zac, why do you keep emphasizing only holiness and balance in the Body all
the time?" I reply with this question, "Why does a kidney only keep purifying the blood stream and balancing the chemicals in it - and
nothing else?" Because that is its God-given function. That is not every function in the body - but it is an important one. Once your
kidneys fail to function you will die. But the kidney cannot function without the hand and the mouth. We need one another.
Evangelism is something like a hand taking a potato and putting it into the mouth - bringing an unbeliever to Christ. But is that
enough? No. After the unbeliever has come to Christ, someone else has to take over. The potato has to be chewed by the teeth and
then go into the stomach, have acid poured on it, so that it is broken down. Finally, after many more processes, it becomes a part of
the human body. In the same way, a new believer has to be broken down, made small and humbled and fitted for his task in Christ's

Body. That is how he becomes an effective member of Christ's Body.

But suppose the potato just remains in the mouth or in the stomach, and doesn't get digested. Then you will just vomit it out after a
while. So the evangelist has to hand over the convert to the teacher and the prophet and the shepherd (Ephesians 4:11). Which of
these ministries is most needed? Even though there is a hierarchy in the gifts, the apostle, prophet and teacher being first, second

and third respectively (1_Corinthians 12:28), yet all the gifts are equally needed. So we must never try to do someone else's ministry.

Cooperate with them instead. Once you see this great truth, it will deliver you completely from all jealousy, competition and unrest.
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