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STORY FOR THE MONTH
Abrams, Minnie F. (1859-1912) - "Pentecostal Revival in India"

Minnie Abrams (1859-1912), in many ways, was a typical farm in rural Minnesota and, in her
woman in the American Midwest in the late nineteenth early twenties, became a schoolteacher.
century. However, everything changed when she heeded After a few years in the classroom,
God’s call to the mission field. Abrams was reared on a however, she sensed that God was
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leading her in a new direction. She attended a Methodist
missionary training school in Chicago and, in 1887, set sail
for Bombay, India.

In Bombay, Abrams helped to establish a boarding school
for the children of church members. Not content to stay
within the walls of missionary compound, she learned the
Marathi language so that she could engage in personal
evangelism. Ultimately, she became a fulltime evangelist
and began working with Pandita Ramabai, a leading
Christian female social reformer and educator. Abrams
worked with Ramabai at her Mukti Mission, a school and
home for famine victims and widows.

After hearing news of revival in Australia (1903) and
Wales (1904-1905), Abrams, Ramabai, and others began
seeking a restoration of the spiritual power they read about
in the New Testament. They formed a prayer group, and
about 70 girls volunteered to meet daily, study the Bible,
and pray for revival. Beginning in 1905, several waves of
revival hit the Mukti Mission. The prayer group grew to
500, and many of the girls reported spiritual experiences
that seemed to repeat what they found in the Book of Acts.
Some prophesied, others received visions, and yet others
spoke in tongues. Abrams wrote about the revival, which
became the foundation for the Pentecostal movement in
India, in the July 1909 issue of the Latter Rain Evangel. Her
account was republished in the May 19, 1945, issue of the
Pentecostal Evangel.

According to Abrams, the revival came to India because of
deep prayer, consecration, and repentance. During the
daily prayer meetings, the girls memorized Scripture,
became deeply aware of their own sinfulness, and
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hungered for righteousness and an outpouring of God’s
Spirit.

Abrams recalled, “I cannot tell you how | felt in those days
of repentance at Mukti when the Holy Spirit was revealing
sin, and God was causing the people to cry out and weep
before Him.” The girls who had been touched by revival
did not stay put; they fanned out into surrounding villages
and brought the gospel to anyone who would listen.

Abrams recounted that revival at the Mukti Mission
included not just remorse over sin, but also incredible joy
that followed repentance. She wrote that “ripples of
laughter flowed” in prayer meetings, that some of the girls
began dancing in the back of the room, and that they were

filled with a “deeper joy.”

According to Abrams, the early Indian revival provided
valuable lessons for Christians everywhere. She also gave
a warning fo readers that is just as applicable today as it
was in 1909: “the people of God are growing cold and
there is a worldliness and an unwillingness to hear the truth
and to obey it.”

How can we have revival today? Abrams offered the
following admonition: “If you want revival you have to
pour your life out. That is the only way. That is the way
Jesus did. He emptied Himself; He poured out His life; and
He Poured out His life’s blood.” Minnie Abrams wrote
convincingly and convictingly from experience. She and
pioneers followed Christ’s
example and poured their lives into serving others and
building God’s kingdom.

countless other Pentecostal

BIRTH OF A SONG
(Haldor Lillenas — “God Leads His Dear Children Alg”)

Haldor Lillenas, founder of a noted music-publishing
company, made his way to the United States from
Scandinavia.

His first years in this country were hard, but a kind lady
befriended him and taught him the English language. More
importantly, perhaps, she told him the story of Christ and
led him to know the Savior in his heart. Many times, she

sang to him a comforting song entitled God Leads His Dear
Children Along.

Years later, he began thinking about the song that had
been so meaningful to him in his youth and decided to find
out something about its writer, C.A. Young. He discovered
that the songwriter had passed away, but that his widow
was living in a nearby town.

www.csitamilchurchpune.org

contactus@csitamilchurchpune.org

MAG_ May’17



DIOCESE OF TIRUNELVELI

BETHESDA C.S.l. TAMIL CHURCH
PUNE

gl

behind a gospel song. He had found a Christian woman
Haldor drove out to the little town and found her in a completely surrendered to God’s will for her life.

poor house. His excitement mounted as she told him this
God Leads Us Along
1 In shady, green pastures, so rich and so sweet.
God leads His dear children along;
Where the water's cool flow bathes the weary one’s feet,
God leads His dear children along.

story:

My husband and | were married while we were very

young. God gave us a wonderful life together; he led us
f d d We had h of J B h God Chorus Some thro’ the water, some thro’ the flood,
rom aay to ay. e had so much of Jesus. But then o Some thro’ the fire, but all thro’ the blood;

took my husband. Now God has led me here, and I'm so 150"/776 ff{f%’gfeafswfo‘lj/v,Zu;szgjveSGSOng,
. . . . n the night season and all the day long.
excited and glad about it! God has used me in this place.

Isn’t it wonderful that God leads his children de by day 2 Sometimes on the mount where the sun shines so bright,
God leads His dear children along;

and step by Sfep? Sometimes in the valley, in darkest of night,
God leads His dear children along.

Many people come to this place and they are so sad 3 Tho' sorrows befall us, and Satan oppose,

and in such great need. They need help and comfort. | God leads His dear children along;
Through grace we can conquer, defeat all our foes,

have been able to cheer many of them and lead scores of God leads His dear children along.

them to the Lord Jesus Christ. How thankful | am that God

X 4 Away from the mire, and away from the clay,
has brought me to this place, where | can be of so much God leads His dear children along;
Away up in glory, eternity’s day,

|
help fo these people. God leads His dear children along.

Haldor Lillenas was deeply moved by Mrs. Young’s
words and excited that he had found more than just a story
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Your Tongue Is the Test of Your Spirituality

-Zac Poonen

James - Chapter 3 is a great chapter in the Bible about the use of the tongue. The book of Proverbs also speaks a lot about being wise in our

speech.

On the day of Pentecost it was a tongue of fire that came upon people. Unfortunately, carefulness in our speech is not sufficiently emphasised in
Christendom. If you are serious about serving God, you must take the matter of controlling your tongue very seriously. Failure in this area is one
of the main reasons why many preachers don't have the word of God when they speak. If you want to be a spokesman for God, you must first of
all, "remove all the worthless from the precious” in your ordinary day-to-day conversation (Jeremiah 15:19). If you speak idle words in your
ordinary conversation, you cannot expect God to speak through you when you stand in the pulpit. A second reason is unfaithfulness with money.

God does not give true riches from His Word to preachers who are unfaithful with money (Luke 16:11).

The tongue is like the bit that is put into a horse's mouth with which the horse can be controlled and turned in any direction (James 3:3). Horses
that don't have a bit in their mouth will run wild - and such horses accomplish nothing. Horses that win prizes in races are those that allow
themselves to be controlled by the bits in their mouths. If you want to accomplish something with your life for God let Him put a bit and a bridle

in your mouth. Tell the Lord that you want Him to control your speech totally.

The tongue is also compared to the rudder of a ship (James 3:4). The rudder is a small steel-plate at the rear-end of every boat and ship. When
you turn the rudder one way the ship turns in the same direction. It is a small piece at the back of the ship that turns a huge ship in the direction

it should go.

Your tongue is the test of your spirituality - and not your activity or your Bible-knowledge. Show me the way you use your tongue and I will tell
you whether you are a spiritual person or not. James uses all these examples to show us the importance of the tongue. It's only a small part of the

body, but what a fire it can start (James 3:5)! Many believers' tongues are set on fire with the fire of hell (James 3:6).
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"Nobody can tame the tongue" (James 3:7, 8). In a circus, even lions and tigers are tamed - and some men even put their heads inside the lion's
mouth - and the lion doesn't bite them off. But no-one can tame the tongue. What is the solution for this problem? We must ask the Holy Spirit to
tame it in us. That was why when the Holy Spirit fell upon people on the day of Pentecost, a tongue of fire rested on their heads. The Holy Spirit

was saying thereby, "l want to control your tongue with the fire of God from now on." Many Christians haven't understood this.

It's a great tragedy that many who preach the baptism in the Holy Spirit today are more eager to get people speak in other tongues than to lead

them to speak graciously at all times in their mother tongue. This is what has resulted in many counterfeits among those who "speak in tongues".

The Holy Spirit has given me the gift of speaking in an unknown language to my heavenly Father, and I praise Him for that. But above all, He
enabled me to control my mother tongue - and I praise Him even more for this. This is how we can know whether we received the Holy Spirit or
some other false spirit. Apply this test to yourself: "Can you control your mother tongue?" If not, reject every other spirit you have received and
seek God again to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Tell God that you want to have the power to speak graciously at all times. Only the Holy Spirit

can tame the tongue. How can you bless God in the church-meeting and then curse men afterwards (James 3:9)?
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www.csitamilchurchpune.org
contactus@csitamilchurchpune.org
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