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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 

 
உம��� பய	தவ�க����, ம���திர��� ��பாக உ�ைம ந��கிறவ�க����, ந�� உ�� ப�ண!ைவ�தி��கிற உ��ைடய ந�ைம 

எ$வள& ெப(தாய!��கிற)! - ச-கீத� 31:19 

 
MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH 

 
 

 
STORY FOR THE MONTH  

Christian Friedrich Schwartz (1726-1798) - "Apostle to South India"
 
 
Life 
 Christian Friedrich Schwartz was born in Prussia 
(i.e., contemporary Poland) in 1726.  Ordained in 
Copenhagen in 1749, he arrived in India in 1750 as a 
Lutheran missionary.  He worked in Tranquebar, 
Trichinopoly, and Tanjore, India, for forty-eight consecutive 

years without returning to his native 
Prussia.  While in India, Schwartz 
learned Tamil, Telugu, Sanskrit, 
Persian, Hindustani, Marathi, and 
Portuguese, and he assisted in the 
translation of the Bible into Tamil.  
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Lutheran missionary 
 Not the first Lutheran missionary to India, 
Schwartz benefited from the work of numerous missionaries 
including two eminent German predecessors: 
Bartholomäus Ziegenbalg (1683-1719) and Heinrich 
Plütschau (1678-1747).  Both of these missionaries came 
from the Pietist tradition at the University of Halle, where 
Schwartz had studied theology, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and 
various European languages.  Acknowledging his own 
awareness of and debt to Ziegenbalg's example, William 
Carey said, "In 1706, the king of Denmark sent a Mr. 
Ziegenbalg, and some others to Tranquebar, on the 
Coromandel coast in the East-Indies, who were useful to 
the natives, so that many of the heathens were turned to 
the Lord" (An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to 
Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens, p. 36).  
Schwartz's indirect influence on Carey occurred through 
the administrative protection of Carey by Colonel Bie, the 
Danish governor of Serampore.  Prior to Carey's arrival in 
India, Bie had been a disciple of Schwartz.  When 
Schwartz arrived in south India, the Tamil-speaking 
Christian community established by Ziegenbalg and others 
exceeded seventeen hundred persons.  
 Along with his untiring zeal as an evangelist and 
his deep understanding of Indian character, Schwartz 
displayed a saintly disposition and integrity that go far to 
account for his extraordinary influence. It has been rightly 
said that “he retrieved the character of Europeans from 
imputations of general depravity.” His ecumenical spirit, 
which led him to accept an appointment as chaplain to the 
British community in Tiruchirapalli, was another important 
factor. But he never neglected his duties as a missionary to 
non-Christians or abandoned his loyalty as a Lutheran. 
 Originally sponsored by the Danish Missionary 
Society in Copenhagen, Schwartz landed in 1750 at the 
Danish settlement of Tranquebar on the Coromandel (i.e., 
southeast) coast  of India (Tranquebar is known now as 
Tarangambädi in the Tamil Nadu area of India).  He later 
served as a chaplain-missionary to the British community in 
India, and beginning in 1767, he was sponsored by the 
Anglican Society for the Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
London.  In 1768, the East India Company appointed 
Schwartz as a chaplain in Trichonopoly.  Ten years later in 
1778, Schwartz moved to Tanjore where he lived the rest 
of his life.  During his service with the British, Schwartz was 
known as a peacemaker (i.e., diplomat) during times of war 
caused by the East India Company's aggressive policies in 
India.  Schwartz's linguistic abilities became legendary as 
he related easily among Germans, English, Portuguese, 
and many different Indian peoples.  He endeared himself 
to the Indians as he established many schools for native 
Indians and orphaned Indian children. 

Involvement in politics  
 Another remarkable aspect of Schwartz’s 
ministry was his involvement in politics. After he had moved 
to the town of Tanjore, he quickly gained the confidence of 
the Hindu rajah, who on his deathbed appointed Schwartz 
guardian and trustee of his young heir. Although Schwartz 
declined, he later assisted the young prince. He also tried 
to be of use to the British, who on one occasion sent him as 
a special envoy of peace to Haider Ali, the despot of 
Mysore. Schwartz returned with respect for the Muslim 
ruler but complained of the insincerity and avarice of the 
British. 
 In 1769, he secured the friendship of the king 
Raja Tuljaji, who, although he never converted to 
Christianity, afforded him every countenance in his 
missionary labours. Shortly before his death he committed 
to Schwarz the education of his adopted son and successor 
Sarabhoji (Serfoji). Schwarz taught the prince, Prince Serfoji, 
and another slightly older pupil Vedanayagam using the 
gurukulam approach, where the teacher and the pupil live 
together.Raja Serfoji built a church to show his affection to 
Schwartz and it is still seen as a symbol of tolerance on the 
part of that great Mahratta ruler towards different religions. 
 Finally, Schwartz contributed significantly to the 
strengthening of an indigenous church in India. He made 
every effort to find and train young Indians for the ministry, 
often supporting them from his own pocket. He also 
encouraged the spontaneous expansion of small groups of 
Christians, such as those discovered during a visit to 
Palamcottah in 1778, the nucleus of what later became the 
large and vigorous Tinnevelly church. He was also 
responsible for the education of Vedanayagam, son of a 
catechist who trained under Schwartz; Vedanayagam was 
to become one of the greatest Tamil poets and hymn 
composers. 
 
Death 
 In 1784 he established an English school in 
Thanjavur and this school is now known as St.Peter's Higher 
Secondary School. After twelve years in Tiruchirapalli he 
moved to Thanjavur, where he spent the remainder of his 
life. He died on 13 February 1798 just before Serfoji II 
ascended the throne. He was laid to rest in St.Peter's 
Church in Maharnonbuchavadi,Thanjavur. In his tomb 
there is a tombstone with a short memoir and an elegy in 
English written by Serfoji II. 
The East India Company erected a monument honoring 
Schwartz in St. Mary's Church, Madras. 
 
Legacy 
Schwarz High School in Ramanathapuram has produced 
notable students, among them Dr. Abdul Kalam, the former 
President of India. 
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Schwartz won the admiration of Hindus, Muslims, and 
European settlers in India.  In Britain, one historian of 
missions later referred to Schwartz as the apostle to South 
India after which Carey became the apostle to North India.  

Though estimates vary, by the time of his death, Schwartz 
was effective in gaining over six thousand Indian converts--
both Hindus and Muslims--to Christianity. 

 
BIRTH OF A SONG 

(John Bowring – “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”)  
 

Sir John Bowring (1792-1872) was a distinguished scholar, 
ranked by some as one of the great minds of his day in the 
English-speaking world. Among his gifts was his ability as a 
linguist, publishing translations of poetry from such varied 
languages as Russian, Batavian, Spanish, Polish, Serbian, 
Bohemian, Magyar, Czech and Hungarian.  
 
Bowring was also a social progressive, advocating free 
trade, parliamentary reform, education for all and prison 
reforms, according to hymnologist Albert Bailey.  
 
Few hymn writers have been as involved in politics. 
Knighted in 1854, Bowring helped develop commercial 
relationships on behalf of Great Britain, traveling to 
France, Switzerland, Italy, Germany, Syria and Siam (now 
Thailand).  
 
Bowring also was twice a member of Parliament, a consul 
at Canton (in charge of trade in China) and a governor of 
Hong Kong. He was evidently relieved of his duties in Hong 
Kong because he “was full of conceit and without any very 
clear idea of political principles on a large scale.” Mr. 
Bailey notes that some suggest that Bowring’s policies and 
poor relationships with the Chinese contributed in part to 
the second Opium War (1856-1858)—a situation that led 
to the Chinese putting a price on his head.  
 
Yet Bowring’s political skills must have been respected in 
some quarters. Even after retirement in 1860, his public 
service continued as a commissioner to Italy and other 
diplomatic posts in Europe and Hawaii. With the exception 
of John Newton, the former slave trader turned Anglican 
priest who penned “Amazing Grace,” we rarely find hymn 
writers with such a colorful and international lifestyle.  
 
Despite a demanding political and diplomatic career, 
Bowring maintained an active avocation as a translator of 
poetry, composer of original poems and writer of essays on 
political and religious themes. Mr. Bailey notes that the 
“hymns that have lived were all written when he was about 
30 years old, when his poetic interests were uppermost, 
and the idealism of youth made him the champion of the 
downtrodden and the underprivileged.”  
 

“In the cross of Christ I glory” (1825) was composed while 
the author was in his early thirties. Appearing in Hymns by 
John Bowring (1825), the theme and language suggests a 
much more mature poet. Late 19th-century hymnologist 
John Julian suggests that Galatians 6:14 provides the basis 
for this hymn: “Far be it for me to glory except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (KJV).  
 
Isaac Watts used the same scriptural foundation for his 
famous “When I survey the wondrous cross,” but the effect 
is much different. Watts’ 18th-century hymn focuses on the 
crucified Christ and entreats the singer to view Christ on the 
cross. Bowring’s 19th-century hymn has the expansive 
sense of history and time that typifies Romantic poetry of 
this era.  
 
British hymnologist J.R. Watson notes that the “image [of a 
cross] is a fine one . . . it allows the reader to glimpse the 
Cross standing over a ruined universe: into the Cross are 
drawn all the emotions, the woes of life, the good moments 
of light and love, so that both are ‘sanctified’.”  
 
This “sublime” cross (mentioned in the opening and closing 
stanzas) is a wonderful oxymoron, and as Mr. Watson 
points out, “an important word in the Romantic period . . . 
[making] this hymn a splendid example of hymnwriting in 
the age of Blake and Wordsworth.” 
It is one of the paradoxes of Christianity that an instrument 
of torture becomes a symbol of faith for all time where “All 
the light of sacred story/Gathers round its head sublime.” 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime. 

2  When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me: 

Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

3  When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds new luster to the day. 

4  Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 
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No Doctrine Is As Important As a Fervent Devotion to the Lord Himself 
- Zac Poonen

Consider the history of the church at Ephesus. Paul stayed there for three years, preaching night and day (Acts 20:31). That means that the 
Ephesian Christians listened to many hundreds of sermons from Paul's lips. They had seen extraordinary miracles wrought by the Lord in their 
midst (Acts 19:11). From their midst, the word of God had spread to all the surrounding parts of Asia Minor during a short period of two years. 
They had experienced revival (Acts 19:10 19). They were the most privileged of all the churches in apostolic times. They were also undoubtedly 
the most spiritual church in Asia Minor at that time. (We can see that from Paul's letter to the Ephesians, where he had to correct no error in 
their midst, unlike the way he had to, in the other churches to which he wrote.)  

But when Paul was leaving Ephesus, he warned the elders there that things would take a turn for the worse in the next generation, under the new 
leadership of the church. He told them that savage wolves would come into their midst and that from among their own midst would arise men 
speaking perverse things, drawing people after themselves, instead of drawing people to the Lord (Acts 20:29, 30). 

As long as Paul was there, no wolf had dared to enter the flock at Ephesus. Paul was a faithful doorkeeper (See Mark 13:34), who had spiritual 
authority from the Lord, because he was anointed, because he feared God and because he sought the Lord's interests and not his own. But he 
also had enough spiritual discernment to know that the spiritual condition of the elders in Ephesus was bad - and so he knew that things would 
deteriorate once they took over the leadership of the church. 

Paul did not give the elders a prophecy of what would definitely happen at Ephesus. No. It was only a warning. It did not have to happen like he 
predicted - if the elders would only judge themselves and repent. 

Jonah once prophesied destruction on Nineveh. But it did not happen as he predicted, because the people of Nineveh repented. The church at 
Ephesus also could have escaped the fate that Paul predicted. 

But alas, the new generation of leaders in Ephesus never took Paul's warning seriously and drifted away from the Lord. 

By the end of the first century, the third generation had come into power. And then things became really bad. Their doctrines were still correct 
and they were zealous in Christian activity. They probably still had their all-night prayer meetings and their other special meetings. But their 
spiritual state was so bad that the Lord was about to remove His recognition of them as a church. What was their crime? They had lost their 
devotion to the Lord (Revelation 2:4,5). 

What does the history of the church at Ephesus teach us? Just this - that no doctrine is as important as a fervent devotion to the Lord Himself. 
There is one- and only-one-mark of true spirituality - that the life of Jesus is manifested increasingly in our behaviour and this in turn can come 
only by an increasing personal devotion to the Lord Himself. 

Paul was a godly man - a fervent and faithful apostle who was devoted to the Lord Jesus until the very end of his life. And he warned believers 
everywhere that Satan would try every means possible to turn them away from "simple devotion to Christ" (2 Corinthians 11:3). 

Errors in doctrinal matters such as "baptism in water" and "baptism in the Holy Spirit", are not at all as dangerous as losing one's personal 
devotion to Christ. Yet many believers never seem to realise this.  
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