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MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH

God Knows

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and savior Jesus

Christ who has guided us so gently till today, surely goodness and
mercy have followed us all through. God has graciously brought us
into another month; let's love Him more, praise Him more, and
serve Him more! I prayerfully greet you that you may grow in all
graces. This month God’s promise for us,
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)

God says, “I know the thoughts that I think toward you.”
Of course, God was writing to the nation of Israel. They were in
captivity in Babylon. God is reminding them, that in spite of their
pain and suffering, they are in His mind. He is working out His
perfect will in their lives. When He is finished, He will change them.
When Israel went in to Babylon as prisoners, the nation was guilty
of idolatry. When they came out, they never resorted to that sin
again. God used a time when they thought they were forgotten and
forsaken to make them stronger and better for His glory.

God’s Knowledge of Us Is Individual —
This is a reminder that of all the people in the world, God

has His mind on you. He sees you not as just another member of the
vast human race; He sees you as an individual. He has specific
thoughts about you. He cares about you. You, as an individual, are
on His mind. People often wonder just what God knows about them.
The fact is, God know everything there is to know about you and me!
The Bible is clear when it talks about the scope of God’s knowledge
of our lives. If you let the following truths sink in to your soul, you
may find them a bit overwhelming, but in truth, the knowledge of
God is a very comforting thing!

God’s Knowledge of Us Is Intimate —
Matt. 10:29-31, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?

Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.
And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid;

you are of more value than many sparrows.” These verses tell us of
the value that God places upon His creation. Even the little
sparrow that falls to the ground does not escape the attention of the
Almighty. The reality for us is that the Father is so concerned about
our lives that He knows the very number of hairs, which are upon
our heads. If He is concerned about something as insignificant as
that, then we can rest assured that He will take care to watch over
the more weighty issues of life. Since His knowledge of our lives is
so detailed, then we can be sure that He knows every possible thing
there is to know about us. The Lord knows our deepest and darkest
secrets; He knows our thoughts, our motives, our plans, and our
dreams!

God’s Knowledge of Us Is Instant —
Job 42:2; Psa. 139:4 — That is, the knowledge of the Lord

in regard to our lives is always before the Lord, Pro. 21:2, “Every
way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondered the
hearts.” If He knows when the sparrow falls to the ground, Matt.
10:29, then you can be sure He is aware of everything that happens
in your life on a moment by moment basis. In other words, God’s
eye is constantly upon the affairs of your life, Pro. 15:3.This is an
encouragement to me because I know that nothing that happens in
my life catches the Lord off guard. He knows about it before it
happens, Isa. 46:10, “Declaring the end from the beginning and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, my
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. I think David
summed up what I feel when I try to grasp something this big, Psa.
139:6. If you are trying to hide something from the Lord, then His
omniscience is a terrible thing, because you are going to get away
with nothing. However, when you are striving to serve the Lord,
His omniscience is a blessing, because the Lord knew everything
that came to pass in your life before He ever allowed it to come your
way.

No matter where you are in this world today. No matter
what you are facing or are what you are going through, there is
help and hope in the Lord Jesus today.

May God Bless you all

STORY FOR THE MONTH
10 Famous Christian Martyrs

3.The Apostle Peter
Peter’s Life Before Christ
The Apostle Peter may have been the most outspoken
of the twelve apostles in Jesus’ ministry on earth. He certainly
became one of the boldest witnesses for the faith. His beginnings
were certainly humble in origin. He was born about 1 B.C. and died
sometime around A.D. 67.

Peter was originally named Simon. Jesus was the One
Who changed Peter’s name. Peter means “rock” or literally Petra.
He was a Galilean fisherman and was the brother of Andrew. The
brothers came from the village of Bethsaida (John 1:43, 12:21).
Peter was married. He was also a follower of John the Baptist.
Peter, like all humans before their calling, was a sinful man. In
fact he was ashamed of his sinfulness in the presence of Jesus
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Christ (Luke 5:6-8). Peter was
perhaps the very first disciple
that Jesus called along with His +
brother Andrew. /
Apostle Peter Biography

Peter left his career '/
as a fisherman to follow Jesus.
Fishermen at that time were
gruff, unkempt, vile, shabbily
dressed, and often used vulgar
language. The fishermen of the
first century were a man’s man.
They were full of vigor and had boisterous tempers. This is perhaps
why James and his brother John were called the Sons of Thunder
(Mark 3:17). Their's was a rough life since fishing was a very
physically demanding job. They must have been somewhat fearless
too because some of the storms that came quickly upon the Sea of
Galilee were fierce and furious. They often caught the fishermen by
surprise and could easily capsize the 20 to 30 foot boats they used.

Peter was always putting his foot in his mouth but one
thing you could say about Peter was that when Jesus told them
(Peter and Andrew) to “follow me” they simply walked away and
left everything they had without a second thought (Luke 5:9-1).
Consider the fact that this meant that they left everything — all of
their fishing boats, their fishing nets, and all the accessories that
came with their trade. How many today would be willing to leave
their own business to follow Someone that had simply asked them
to follow Him?

Peter’s Life with Christ

As mentioned earlier, Peter was among the first
disciples called by Jesus and he was frequently their spokesman —
for good or bad. One thing that he is credited with is the special
insight that he had concerning Jesus’ identity. Peter was the first
to call Jesus the Son of the Living God — the Messiah (Mark 8:29,
Luke 9:20, Matt. 16:16-17). When Jesus called him, Peter knew
that He was of God and felt unworthy to be in Jesus presence (Luke
5:6-8). Even so, Jesus did not hesitate and told Peter and Andrew
that He would make them “fishers of men” (Mark 1:17).

Peter was bold but often times in the wrong. Once he
even rebuked the Lord and said that he was willing to die for Jesus
even though at the arrest and trial of Jesus he denied Him three
times (Matt. 16:21-22). Jesus loved the disciples and knew which of
those whom would remain loyal to Him and those who would betray
Him (Judas Iscariot). Peter was an eyewitness to the many
miracles that Jesus did and also witnessed the Shekhinah Glory
along with John and James in the Transfiguration. This was where
Jesus’ humanity was peeled back to reveal the glory of His Divinity
(Matt. 17:1-9).

Peter the Disciple to the Apostle Peter

A disciple means a “follower of” and that is what most
Christians actually are today. An apostle is “one sent forth” in the
sense of sent forth by God to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The biblical definition of an apostle and the only one’s that are
called apostles in the New Testament had to be either with Jesus
during His earthly ministry (like the disciples) or having seen the
risen Christ (as did Paul who was taught three years in the desert
by Jesus Christ Himself).

After Christ tells the disciples about the end of the age
(Matt. 24) He gives them the charge or command of the Great
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Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). This is the very last thing that Jesus

| tells them (Acts 1:8) and from that point on the disciples (followers
4 of Christ) become the apostles (those sent forth). The designation of

their being apostles was never used until after the Ascension of

#¥ Christ (Acts 1) because before then, they were still following Jesus.
;;’ After Christ had ascended to the right hand of the Father and was

seated there (signifying His earthly ministry was done — except

gl through the apostles) He sent them forth to go to all ends of the

earth to proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom of God.

Peter was the first one to preach on the day of
Pentecost after the coming of the Holy Spirit and he was the first
one to proclaim Christ to a Gentile. He was one of the boldest
apostles of all. He willingly suffered persecution, imprisonment,
beatings, and even rejoiced at the fact that he was worthy to suffer
disgrace for the Lord's sake (Acts 5:41).

The Gospel of Mark or of Peter?

There is extremely reliable evidence through church
tradition and early church historians that the Gospel of Mark is
actually the gospel of Peter. Peter is said to have dictated his
discipleship with Jesus to John Mark, who was a companion of his
for many of the later years of his life. If you read the Gospel of
Mark you can see the extremely fine details of what appears to be
an eyewitness from the perspective of Peter. John Mark was not
ever a disciple of Jesus and he was not an apostle. There is little
doubt that the work of Mark and his gospel is actually the story of
Peter who retold the story and then was written down by John
Mark. This is testified by the fact that Mark was not present for
Jesus’ ministry and the extremely intimate details that are
described in Mark. Some of the events where Peter, John, and
James who were often alone with Jesus, like the Transfiguration,
are like a first-person retelling of the story.

The next time you read the Gospel of Mark, think
about Peter and see if you can not see more clearly the realization
that this had to be Peter’s eyewitness account — an account that
only Peter could tell.

Peter’s Glorious Ending

In the days leading up to Peter’s death, almost all of
the apostles had been martyred. Did Jesus actually predict Peter’s
death by crucifixion when He said that “when you are old you will
stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and take you
where you do not want to go” (John 21:18-19)? The church
historian Tertullian, Origen, and Eusebius state that Peter’s was
stretched out by his hands, he was dressed in prison garb, he was
taken where no one wanted to go (a crucifixion), and was crucified.
He was said to be crucified upside down because he felt unworthy to
be crucified in the way that the Lord Jesus Christ had been.

From an arrogant, cocky, man of thunder, he became a
humble, willing, obedient servant of the Lord even to death. He
rejoiced in that day of his death, knowing that he would be reunited
with his beloved Savior. This was a lifetime of 65 years — of which
his last forty would be devoted to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus
Christ. In the Old Testament the number 40 was always a number
of testing — and tested Peter was. Peter passed in glorious colors
and will be one of only 12 apostles that will rule with Jesus Christ
in the Kingdom of Heaven. The lowly fisherman became a mighty
fisher of men — and one that changed and shaped the world forever
and is still proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through his
gospel (written by Mark), the book of Acts, and through the epistles
of 1 and II Peter.
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BIRTH OF A SONG
(A Mighty Fortress Is Our God)

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his ninety-
five theses to the door of the Cathedral of Wittenberg, Germany.
That date was sometimes called the “4th of July of Protestantism.”
It symbolized the start of the Protestant Reformation.

And the single most powerful hymn of the Protestant Reformation
Movement was Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” based on
Psalm 46. This hymn became the battle cry of the people, a great
source of strength and inspiration even for those who were
martyred for their convictions. Its majestic and thunderous
proclamation of our faith is a singing symbol of the reformation.

Inspired by Psalm 46, Luther caught up in the hymn the very
essence of faith, and the fervor and flavor of patriotism which he
found in the Psalm.

This hymn has been translated into practically every known
language and is regarded as one of the noblest and most classic
examples of Christian hymnody.

The first line of this national hymn of Protestant Germany is
fittingly inscribed on the tomb of the great reformer at Wittenberg,

Luther had strong convictions about the use and power of sacred
music. Once he wrote, “I would allow no man to preach or teach
God’s people without a proper knowledge of the use and power of
sacred song.”
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And win fabulous prizes
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Across Down
1 Prophet; Sheila 1 Book before Job (6]
(anag) (6] 2 Mark of approval (4]
4 Naomi, for 3 Really old (7)
example (5) 4 There was one in
7 Lookout {10]) Endor (5] .
. 5 A sign to Gideon (3)
8 Plague in Egypt (4) 6 Deeds (5)
9 Bitter ones were 7 Sound
used at Passover (5) Jjudgement (6)
11 Like Jesus at the 10 Becomes ready to
Transfiguration (7) harvest (6)
13 Walk all over (7) 12 Cornered (7]
14 Hold high (6)
15 Cross-bearer (5) 15 sinful city (5
17 Swarming pest (4] 16 One of the gates in
18 A false teacher {10) Ezekiels vision (5]
17 Acity of
20 Gift of the Magi (5] Benfmin (4]
21 Crown (6] 19 Boat propeller (3)
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