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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 
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STORY FOR THE MONTH  

     10 Famous Christian Martyrs

10. Nag Hammadi Massacre 
 

 On January 7, 2010, after Christmas Eve liturgy, 
eight Coptic Orthodox Christians were murdered as they 
exited the church in Nag Hammadi, Egypt.  Three 
gunmen opened fire on the parishioners as they were 
coming out of church; the youngest was only 17. In 
addition to the deaths of the eight, several others were 
injured and remain in critical condition. The following 
day brought more destruction. Numerous homes and 
businesses were set ablaze leaving many homeless or 
without a livelihood. 

Sadly, this is ONLY the latest round of violence in 
Egypt against Christians including many incidents of 
looting, murder, and arson. As reported in the press, 
these acts, though continuous throughout history, have 
escalated in the recent years. 

This type of martyrdom happens in many parts of the 
world today. There are still wars being fought on small 
and large scales because Christians hold strongly to their 
beliefs. The Christians are not the aggressors in most 
cases. They are being targeted because of their religion. 
 
May God protect His Church and His people. 

 
BIRTH OF A SONG 

(Composer Carl Boberg Writes How Great Thou Art)  
  

 The hymn How Great Thou Art traveled a 
long road before it ended up a favorite edition to 
English hymnals. The original version was a poem 
written by a Swedish pastor, Reverend Carl Boberg 
in 1886, and entitled O Stor Gud. Boberg published 
the poem in his periodical Sanningsvittnet. Several 
years later he was surprised and delighted to hear 
his poem being sung by a church congregation, to 
the tune of an old Swedish folk melody. 
 
Boberg's poem was soon thereafter translated into 
German by Manfred von Glehn, who entitled it Wie 
gross bist Du. In 1925, an American Reverend E. 
Gustav Johnson translated the Swedish poem into 
an English version that is somewhat different than 
the one popular today. For instance, the first line of 
Johnson's hymn reads Oh mighty God, when I 
behold the wonder.. 
 
In 1927, I.S. Prokanoff translated Glehn's German 
version into Russian, to be enjoyed by that culture 
also. Throughout all of these translations, the 
original Swedish folk tune remained the same. 
 
In 1933, English missionaries to the Ukraine, 

Reverend and Mrs. Stuart K. Hine heard the song 
for the first time, fell in love with it and sang it 
often throughout their missionary journeys. As they 
traveled the Carpathian Mountains, the couple was 
inspired by the incredible beauty to translate the 
first three verses of the song into English. When 
WWII broke out in 1939, the Hines returned to 
England carrying How Great Thou Art to its new 
home. After the war they wrote the fourth verse and 
arranged the original Swedish folk tune to be 
published in English hymnals. 
 
In the 1950s, the song was copyrighted and widely 
published in America, becoming more and more 
popular. When George Beverly Shay and the Billy 
Graham gospel choir, directed by Cliff Barrows, 
began to sing the song at virtually every crusade 
event, How Great Thou Art soon became one of the 
most recognized songs around the world. It was also 
recorded by several popular artists, including Elvis 
Presley. A poll conducted by the Christian Herald 
magazine in 1974 named How Great Thou Art the 
most popular hymn in America. 
 
“O Lord, how great are Thy works!” (Psalm 92:5)
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Send the Answers to 
contactus@csitamilchurchpune.org 

And win fabulous prizes 
by 15thJan’16 

ARTICLES FOR THE MONTH   
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR THE MONTH  
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Promise for 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

� 	
�	�
�� �	�, ����
��
��; �
� �������� ��� �!�, 

���"# $%"&'()�	* +�,�� ����� -.�	
/,0�-1; 

�2�� 	3�4#0� 5��" ���. 6�%.7 ��/. 

���	
9�1: 18:9 

 


